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SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO AND THE COMMITTEE OF 24 

REF: STATE 1941 15 

1. 1 DREW ASIDE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO MINISTER IN THE MINISTRY OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DR. CUTHBERT JOSEPH SATURDAY EVENING AT MEXICAN 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA'S STATE RECEPTION TO DISCUSS COMMITTEE OF 
24'S CONSIDERATION OF PUERTO RICO. EARLIER IN THE DAY I HAD MET 
WITH HIS PERMANENT SECRETARY AND UN AMB-DESIGNATE FRANK ABDULAH. 

2. WHILE ABDULAH TOOK APPROACH THAT USG SHOULD NOT BE CONCERNED 
SINCE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO HAD ALWAYS ABSTAINED ON PUERTO RICO ISSUES 
AND WOULD CONTINUE TO DO SO, MINISTER JOSEPH SEEMED MORE 
IMPRESSED BY THE STRENGTH OF USG VIEWS ON THIS SUBJECT. I PRESENTED 
FULL IMPACT OF PARAGRAPH TWO OF REFTEL TO HIM AND ALSO STRESSED THAT 
IT WOULD BE HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT IN COMMITTEE OF 24 VOTE HOW ANOTHER 
CARIBBEAN NATION SUCH AS THE GOTT VOTED. I STRONGLY SOUGHT AN 
OUTRIGHT 

NEGATIVE VOTE ON SYRIAN RESOLUTION OR ANYTHING SIMILAR RATHER 
THAT SIMPLE ABSTENTION. JOESPH SAID HE WOULD REVIEW THE ISSUE WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER AND CONFIRM INSTRUCTIONS TO GOTT UN DELEGATION 
PRIOR TO TUESDAY'S VOTE. 
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3. WHILE IT IS POSSIBLE THAT STRENGTH OF OUR REPRESENTATIONS ON THIS 
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ISSUE MAY SWAY GOTT TO VOTE NO, I SUSPECT THAT THEY WILL CONTINUE 
TO ABSTAIN. PRIME MINISTER WILLIAMS RECENTLY MADE AN OFFICIAL 
VISIT TO CUBA, MEXICAN PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA DEPARTED HERE THIS 
MORNING FOR HAVANA AS LAST STOP ON HIS MARATHON SERIES OF STATE 
VISITS, AND GOTT IS LOOKING TO THE LAUNCHING OF THE CARIBBEAN 
COMMITTEE OF ECLA IN HAVANA IN EARLY SEPTEMBER. THESE LINKS 
AND PAST INCLINATION I SUSPECT WILL LEAD WILLIAMS TO INSIST THAT 
HIS AMBASSADOR IN NEW YORK ABSTAIN ON THE CUBAN INITIATIVE 
RATHER THAN APPEAR TO LINE UP DIRECTLY AGAINSG HAVANA. THERE 
IS FULL UNDERSTANDING HERE OF PUERTO RICAN STATUS, HOWEVER, 

AND NO LIKELIHOOD IN FORESEEABLE FUTURE THAT GOTT WOULD VOTE 
AGAINST US ON THIS ISSUE OR LEND ITS PRESTIGE TO CUBAN-SPONSORED 
"LIBERATION" MOVEMENTS. 

4. IN TALKING WITH MINISTER JOSEPH I ALSO STRESSED THAT RECENT 
PROGRESS IN EASING TENSIONS WITH CUBA WITHIN THE CARIBBEAN 
WHICH HAD BEEN A GOAL OF DR. WILLIAMS' POLICIES COULD HARDLY 
BE ASSISTED BY GIVING ANY ENCOURAGEMENT TO CUBAN EFFORTS TO 
MEDDLE IN PUERTO RICAN SITUATION. I SAID THAT CLEARLY WHAT 
WAS NEEDED WAS A CLEAR REBUFF OF THIS EFFORT RATHER THAN TOLERANT 
ABSTENTION. 
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